
VIRTUAL VISITING DIPLOMAT PROGRAM 

ORGANIZED BY THE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES CONSORTIUM OF GEORGIA (ISCOG)* -  

CELBERATING 30 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY 

proudly presents 

 

               LET’S TALK BELGIUM           WITH 

                                            
                                                                          Honorable Michel Gerebtzoff 

                        Consul General of Belgium in Atlanta  

 

 

Consul General Gerebtzoff was born in Geneva, Switzerland. He started his career in the private 
sector as a bioengineer specializing in earth observation before joining the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in 2005. His roles in foreign affairs have included postings in Switzerland and China, and a 
role as Deputy Chief of Staff to the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Brussels. Michel took office as 
Consul General of Belgium in Atlanta on August 1, 2020. He is married and is the father of two 
daughters. 

 

JOIN US 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 – 2:00 – 3:30 P. M. (EASTERN TIME) 
 

JOINTLY SPOSORED BY 
 

    ISCOG                                                       
 

Please contact Consortium Executive Director raj.sashti@reinhardt.edu for any additional information. 

 

*Consortium Universities and Colleges: Reinhardt University, Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, Albany State University, 

Alcorn State University (MS), Andrew College, Clayton State University, Columbus State University, Dalton State College, Edward 

Waters College (FL), Fort Valley State University, Georgia Highlands College, Gordon State College, Jacksonville State University 

(AL), Middle Georgia State University, South Georgia State College, Tennessee State University, University of North Georgia. 

mailto:raj.sashti@reinhardt.edu


Why Should American Students Learn About Belgium? 

 
Background Information: Belgium, population 11.5 million, is a small country in Northwestern Europe and the first 

to undergo Industrial Revolution in the early 19th Century.  Occupied by Germany during World Wars I and II, it has 

experienced an economic boom during the past five decades to become a model Western European democracy.  

Brussels, the Capital of Belgium, is also the headquarters of the European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization, making it a polyglot home of an army of international diplomats and civil servants.  The economy of Belgium 

is a modern capitalist, and the country has taken advantage of the central geographic location, highly developed transport 

network, and diversified industrial and commercial base. 

The Kingdom of Belgium or België, Belgique or Belgien is bordered by Germany, France, Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands.  Known for its medieval and fairytale landscapes along with the stunning renaissance architecture, Belgium 
is a must-see travel destination. It is considered one of the safest and peaceful countries globally, with an advanced 
economy and quality of life. The capital city of Brussels has been voted among the fifty top student cities in the world. 
Other cities include Antwerp, Ghent, Liege, Leuven and picturesque Bruges. Belgium is a sovereign country and is divided 
into three autonomous regions: The Flemish region or Flanders in the north, the Walloon region or Wallonia in the south 
and the region of the capital city, Brussels. In Belgium you will also find three linguistic communities: The Dutch-speaking 
Flemish community, the French-speaking community and the smaller German-speaking community. It is one of the six 
founding countries of the European Union.  Not only that, but the capital of Brussels is the home to the European 
Commission, the Council of the European Union and partially of the European Parliament. Belgium is also a founding 
member of NATO, the Eurozone, Benelux, the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD). 
 
Economy of Belgium:  Belgium’s central geographic location and highly developed transport network have helped 
develop a well-diversified economy, with a broad mix of transport, services, manufacturing, and high tech. Service and 
high-tech industries are concentrated in the northern Flanders region while the southern region of Wallonia is home to 
industries like coal and steel manufacturing. Belgium is completely reliant on foreign sources of fossil fuels, and the 
planned closure of its seven nuclear plants by 2025 should increase its dependence on foreign energy.  
 
U.S.-Belgium Relations: The strong relationship between the United States and Belgium reflects our common 
democratic ideals and values, which are reinforced through cooperation on political, security, and economic issues. The 
United States established diplomatic relations with Belgium in 1832 following its declaration of independence from the 
Netherlands in 1830. Suffering under German occupation during World Wars I and II, the Belgian public holds goodwill 
and affection for Americans because of the United States’ role during and after these conflicts, including Belgium’s 
liberation by British, Canadian, and U.S. forces in 1944. The country has now prospered for several decades as a 
modern, technologically advanced European state.  In conclusion, Belgium also plays an important role in European and 
Transatlantic diplomacy. 
 
Belgium and the U. S. Compared 

https://www.worlddata.info/country-comparison.php?country1=BEL&country2=USA 

Why Invest in Belgium - https://business.belgium.be/en/investing_in_belgium/reasons_to_invest 

Belgium is one of Georgia’s most important and strategic markets in Europe and is Georgia’s 14th-largest trading partner. 
Georgia is also home to more Belgian companies than any other state in the U.S. Fifty-four Belgian companies have 
operations in the state, employing some 5,000 people. Belgian companies in the Atlanta metro area include UCB, a 
pharmaceutical, Solvay, a plastic manufacturer, and Manus Bio.   
 

The Belgian American Chamber of Commerce of the South - https://www.bacos.us/about  

https://business.belgium.be/en/investing_in_belgium/reasons_to_invest
https://www.bacos.us/about

